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GENEALOGY 
CHALLENGE TRAIL:  

THE ANSWERS!

Q1.  What was the middle name of Granny Ethel Maud Bradley’s father (my Gt Grandfather).  Ethel was born 
13th Jan 1910 in Harlow.
Answer:  Thomas

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XWFL-P4N
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Q2.  Granny Ethel always used to say she had an elder brother, Reg, who died in WW1 after his ship was torpedoed.  She 
used to say it was something like the name of a bird.  What was it?
Answer: Hawke

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-
dead/casualty-details/3048533/reginald-john-c-bradley/

Q3.  Granny Ethel also said that Reg’s torpedoed ship had also been in an earlier collision with another ship – which had 
some kind of relationship to the Titanic.  What was the name of this other ship?
Answer:  Olympic

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Hawke_(1891)

https://en.wikipedia.org/w
iki/RMS_Olympic
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Q4.  Great Granddad Francis Robert Palmer married in August 1889 in Harlow.  What was his occupation?
Answer:  Mechanic

Q5. There is a family story that one of my relatives poisoned her half-brother.  Her name was Mary May from the 
village of Wix.  What was her poison of choice?
Answer:  Arsenic

https://essexandsuffolksurnames.co.uk/poison-panic/family-trees/mary-may/
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https://www.essex.police.uk/SysSiteAssets/media/downloads/essex/about-
us/museum/research/history-notebooks/11.pdf

Q6.  What was the nickname that Mary’s half-brother was known by?
Answer:  Spratty

Q7.  Check the will dated 8th March 1850 for Samuel Matthews of Kelvedon, Essex to find out what his occupation was.
Answer:  Fellmonger

https://www.essexarchivesonline.co.uk/result_details.aspx?ThisRecordsOffSet=1&id=143285
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Q8.  What was the surname of Great Uncle Henry Strong’s wife, Sarah? He married her in 1919 in 
the West Ham area.  The family recollection was that it was some kind of precious stone.
Answer:  Ruby

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl?start=1919&end=1919&sq=1&eq=1&type=Marriage
s&vol=4a&pgno=594&db=bmd_1708534455&jsexec=1&mono=0&v=MTcwOTE0MTE5NzpmZWM
5MzA0MGE0MGYzMWMxZmQ5YjUyNjczNjMxZmNiM2NlY2UxZTI2&searchdef=type%3DMarriages
%26given%3Dhenry%26db%3Dbmd_1708534455%26start%3D1919%26end%3D1919%26surname
%3Dstrong%26sq%3D1%26eq%3D4&action=Find

Q9. Confirm the middle name of Frederick Cook who was born March 1884 in Colchester, but was living in 
Plaistow at the time of the 1911 census.
Answer:  Easter

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XWXB-Y82

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl
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Q10  There was a strange birth registered in my Cowlen family.  It was in the Maldon Registration District for the 
December quarter of 1838.  Record how it describes the gender of the child.
Answer:  Doubtful

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl

Q11.  One of the family was rumoured to have been removed from the parish of Henham, Essex to the parish 
directly to the South.  What is the name of that parish?
Answer:  Elsenham

https://www.esfh.org.uk/map3.php
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Q12.  One of my Barfoot relatives (Samuel), was gardener to the Rev. Robert Liddell in Barking, Essex.  Around 1850 Sam 
gave evidence that he had bought a libellous pamphlet about his employer called “Sam Sly”.  The Reverend Liddell was 
meant to be the son of “Lord” who?
Answer: Ravenscroft

https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/record/t18490611-
1349?text=%22samuel%20barfoot%22

Q13.  One of my Great Aunts were said to have called one of her children by an unusual first name during the Great 
War.  There surname was Brand.  Her maiden name was Bower and they lived in the West Ham area.
Answer:  Innocent

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl
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Q14.  It was rumoured that my 3xGt grandfather William Evans Hart was a bigamist and was put on trial at the Old 
Bailey in August 1837.  His legal wife’s given name was Charlotte but what was her surname at the time of this 
marriage?
Answer:  Cowland

https://www.oldbaileyonline.org/record/t183708141815?text=%22william%20evans%20hart%22

Q15.  One of my Spurgeon relatives was called the “Prince of Preachers” where in Essex was he born?
Answer:  Kelvedon

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Spurgeon
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Q16.  My 2 x great grandfather had to be dragged out of the pub next-door to get married in the parish Church 
in Coggeshall.  What was the name of the pub? The . . .
Answer:  Woolpack

https://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/436266
1 The Woolpack, Coggeshall https://www.google.com/

maps/place/Coggeshall

Q17.  Great Uncle Eric Max Martin won the Military Medal which was awarded in 1946.  Where was he recording 
as being from?
Answer:  Hornchurch

https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/37476/page/1051
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Q 18.  What was the middle name of George Harris who was baptised in September 1845 in Chelmsford 
(parents James & Eliza)?
Answer:  Isaac

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J92G-GR2

Q19.  My Great Grandmother was born in Great Oakley in 1905.  What Registration District does it come under”
Answer:  Tendring

https://www.ukbmd.org.uk/reg/districts/tendring.html
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Q20.  What was the name of the Hotel that 2x Great Grandmother Emily Reed worked in 1881 in Rosemary Road in 
Clacton-on-Sea. It was said to have a name that had something to do with the Empire.  Apparently it’s now a Social 
Care building. “The…..”.
Answer:  Imperial

https://www.closedpubs.co.uk
/essex/clacton_imperial.html

https://londonwiki.co.uk/EssexPubs/ClactononSea/imperial.shtml

Q21.  Check Kelly’s Directory of Essex (1894) to see what occupation was recorded for my ancestor, 
John William Perry of Hockley, Essex.
Answer:  Nurseryman

https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/57960/rec/
1
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Q22. I have a damaged baptism record for a child baptised in 1855 in which the full name of the 
church and parish has been obscured by an ink blot.  All that can be deciphered is that the 
place name starts with an “F” and ends in “bourne” and the church name ends in “us”.  What is 
the name of the church? “St ……….”
Answer:  Germanus

Q23. 2x Great Granddad worked for a big family company in Heybridge, Essex.  The owner was a 
prolific inventor and was famous for co-inventing (with a Mr Bingham) “Improvements in turnip 
cutters” in the 1920s.  What was the company owner’s surname?
Answer:  Bentall

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/010205252/publication/GB185635A?q=%
22turnip%20cutters%22%20heybridge
GB185635A • 1922-09-14 • EDMUND ERNEST BENTALL
Earliest priority: 1921-09-09 • Earliest publication: 1922-09-14

https://www.itsaboutmaldon.co.uk/bentall/
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Q24.  What was the first name of the man who my 2x Great Aunt Rhoda Cole married in 1904 in the Romford area?
Answer:  Righteous

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:2673-QPR

Note that there is a page number 
mistake making the partners hard 
to find!

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/

Q25.  Ancestor Joseph Farrow of Stebbing got someone called Rebecca pregnant with an illegitimate child in the 
1830s?   What was Rebecca’s surname?

Answer:  Evans

https://www.essexarchivesonline.co.uk/result_details.aspx?ThisRecordsOffSet=1&id=299244
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Q26.  One of my Hedges family were said to have named their child with an unusual first name.  It was a year or 
two before the Great War.  Mother’s maiden surname was Eastwood.
Answer:  Nipper

https://www.freebmd.org.uk/cgi/search.pl

Q27.  One of my distant relations, Owen Lynch from Barking in Essex killed a man with a potato fork in 1785.  
The man’s surname was Willis.  What was his first name?
Answer:  Thomas

https://www.londonlives.org/browse.jsp?div=LMCOIC6
5102IC651020487&terms=owen%20lynch#highlight
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Q28.  According to FreeBMD my 2x Great Uncle Napoleon Horatio Moor was born in the West Ham Union 
Registration District in 1866.  But what was his mother’s maiden surname?
Answer:  Wilcox

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/indexes_search.asp#Results

Q29.  According to a diary one of my Wiseman relatives were involved in the cultivation of Paglesham Natives.  
What were “Natives” in this context?
Answer:  Oysters

https://archive.org/details/pagleshamnatives0000robe/page/n5/mode/2up
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Q30.  What was the occupation of William Mihill my 4x Great Grandfather according to the 1801 Census for Little 
Baddow, Essex?
Answer:  Overseer

http://ebc.byu.edu/SearchDB/Details/27160

Q31.  My 4x Gt Grandfather, William Pickers, a farm labourer, born in Harwich about 1799 was Transported to Van 
Diemens Land.  What ship took him to Australia arriving in January 1820?
Answer:  Dromedary

https://www.digitalpanopticon.org/search?e0.type.t.t=root&e0.given.s.s=william&e0.surname.s.s=picke
rs&e0._all.s.s=
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Q32.  Ethel’s Grandparents Edward & Susannah Rooke were said to have taken part in the Dunmow Flitch Trials and 
won.  What year did they win? 
Answer:  1896

https://www.dunmowflitchtrials.co.uk/history/claimants/

Q33.  Ethel also mentions that Great Uncle Peter was adopted into the family informally as a newborn baby when his 
mother died and that it happened just two years before the first Adoption Act for England and Wales was passed.  
What year would he have been born?
Answer:  1924  (The Act was 1926 so two years before that would be 1924)

https://www.familyconnect.org.uk/historical-context-
2/#:~:text=Adoptions%20were%20first%20made%20legal,in%20Scotland%20it%20was%201930
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DI Ware produced the following grids to help identify the grave

Initial Letter Answers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

T H O M A S F R E D E R I C K

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

W H I T I N G B R E N T W O O D

Date Answers

32 

1 8 9 6

33

1 9 2 4

Using the information from the grids above answer the following questions:

34. Full Name of the Person: Thomas Frederick Whiting

35. Where they are buried: Brentwood

36. Their birth and death date: 1896 - 1924

Then using www.findagrave.com/

37. What is the burial plot number where the Safety Deposit Box Key is: C90


